Paul

Biography / Overview

Name: Paul (Latin: Paulus), also known as Saul of Tarsus

Birthplace: Tarsus, a major city in the Roman province of Cilicia (modern-day Turkey)
Education: Raised as a Pharisee; formally trained in Jewish law under the renowned Rabbi
Gamaliel in Jerusalem (Acts 22:3)

Paul was born into a Jewish family with Roman citizenship, a status that afforded him unique
privileges and mobility throughout the empire. Deeply devoted to Jewish tradition, he initially
saw the early Christian movement as a dangerous threat to Judaism. He actively sought to
suppress it, participating in the persecution of Jesus’s followers.

Everything changed following a dramatic spiritual experience on the road to Damascus, where
Paul encountered the risen Christ. This moment marked a radical transformation—Paul
redirected his life to proclaiming the very message he once tried to destroy.

Bibliography / Primary Sources

Letters Authored by Paul (Undisputed Epistles):
Romans

1 Corinthians

2 Corinthians

Galatians

Philippians

1 Thessalonians

Philemon

Letters Possibly Written by Paul (Disputed Epistles):
Ephesians

Colossians

2 Thessalonians

Pastoral Epistles (Widely Considered Pseudonymous):
1 Timothy

2 Timothy

Titus



Other Sources on Paul’s Life and Mission:
Acts of the Apostles (especially chapters 7-28)
Early Christian writings (e.g., Clement of Rome, Ignatius of Antioch)

Birth Date / Death Date

Born: c. 5-10 CE (estimated), Tarsus
Died: c. 64—68 CE, likely martyred in Rome under Emperor Nero

Notable / Best-Known For

Architect of Christian Theology: Developed core doctrines such as justification by faith, original
sin, and the body of Christ.

Apostle to the Gentiles: Pioneered the mission to non-Jewish communities, promoting inclusion
without requiring full adherence to Mosaic Law.

Author of New Testament Epistles: His letters form the earliest Christian writings and remain
central to Christian theology and ethics.

Church Planter and Missionary: Traveled over 10,000 miles, establishing communities across
Asia Minor, Greece, and Rome.

Famous Quotes

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God.”
— Ephesians 2:8

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.”
— Galatians 2:20

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus.”
— Galatians 3:28

“The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
— Romans 6:23

Major Works / Textual Contents
Romans: Systematic theology of salvation, justification, sin, and grace

Galatians: Defense of justification by faith and freedom from the Law



1 & 2 Corinthians: Instructions on church unity, ethics, resurrection, and spiritual gifts
Philippians: A letter of joy and encouragement written from prison

Thessalonians (1 & 2): Early reflections on Christ’s return and Christian endurance
Philemon: Personal letter appealing for mercy on behalf of a runaway slave

Themes Across Paul’s Letters:

Justification by faith

Christ as the new Adam

Unity of the Church (the Body of Christ)
Ethics rooted in the Spirit rather than the Law
Eschatology and resurrection

Influences / Intellectual Context
Hellenistic Judaism: Paul was fluent in Greek and steeped in Greco-Roman rhetorical styles.

Pharisaic Tradition: Paul’s theological rigor and scriptural expertise reflect deep Pharisaic
training.

Early Christian Proclamation (Kerygma): Paul inherited core beliefs about Christ’s death,
resurrection, and return from the earliest believers.
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Greco-Roman Philosophy: Concepts like “logos,” “spirit,” and the inner struggle between flesh
and mind mirror Stoic and Platonic influences, though reframed in Christian terms.

Legacy and Modern Significance

Paul’s impact on Christian theology, Western philosophy, and moral thought is unparalleled. His
articulation of grace, human depravity, and the transformative power of divine love shaped
Augustine, Aquinas, Luther, Calvin, and countless modern thinkers. Beyond theology, his letters
are rich sources for understanding Greco-Roman society, Jewish-Christian relations, and early
church life. Paul is revered as a saint in nearly all Christian traditions and is often credited as a
key architect of global Christianity.

Modern Moments / Impact on the 21st Century

Pauline Theology in Contemporary Christianity:
Evangelical, Catholic, Orthodox, and liberal traditions all ground major doctrines in Paul’s
epistles.



Debates on Gender, Slavery, and Inclusion:
Passages in Paul’s letters (e.g., 1 Timothy 2, 1 Corinthians 14, Philemon) are central to debates
on women in ministry, LGBTQ+ inclusion, and the legacy of slavery.

Interfaith Dialogue:
Paul’s redefinition of covenant and law influences Jewish-Christian and Muslim-Christian
relations.

Academic Study:
Contemporary scholars like N.T. Wright, E.P. Sanders, and Beverly Gaventa continue reshaping
our understanding of Paul through the "New Perspective on Paul" movement.

Pop Culture and Literature:
Paul’s dramatic life, philosophical depth, and radical transformation have inspired novels, plays,
and films—from Dostoevsky’s theology to modern cinema.

Suggested Reading and Resources

A. Secondary Literature (Scholarship):

Wright, N.T. Paul: A Biography. HarperOne, 2018.

Sanders, E.P. Paul and Palestinian Judaism. Fortress Press, 1977.

Dunn, James D.G. The Theology of Paul the Apostle. Eerdmans, 1998.

Gaventa, Beverly R. When in Romans: An Invitation to Linger with the Gospel According to
Paul. Baker Academic, 2016.

Stowers, Stanley K. 4 Rereading of Romans: Justice, Jews, and Gentiles. Yale University Press,
1994,

B. Archival or Online Sources:

Bible Gateway — Pauline Epistles

Perseus Digital Library — Greco-Roman Contexts
Early Christian Writings — Pauline Corpus
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy — Paul
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