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Biography / Overview​
John Locke was a prominent English philosopher and physician in the 17th century, known for 
his contributions to the fields of political theory, epistemology, and philosophy of mind. He was 
born in Wrington, Somerset, England, on August 29, 1632, and died on October 28, 1704, in 
Oates, Essex. Locke's influence on Western philosophy and political thought is profound, with 
his ideas shaping the Enlightenment period and laying the foundation for liberal democratic 
principles. 

Locke's early education was at Westminster School and later at Christ Church, Oxford, where he 
studied medicine and philosophy. He became a key figure in the intellectual circles of his time, 
engaging in discussions with leading thinkers such as Isaac Newton and Robert Boyle. His major 
works, including An Essay Concerning Human Understanding and Two Treatises of Government, 
are considered seminal texts in the history of philosophy and political theory. Locke's emphasis 
on individual rights, the social contract, and the importance of reason and tolerance had a lasting 
impact on the development of modern democratic societies. 

Sources:​
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy - John Locke: https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/locke/​
Britannica - John Locke: https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Locke​
Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy - John Locke: https://iep.utm.edu/locke/​
John Locke by E.J. Lowe - Oxford University Press.​
Locke: A Very Short Introduction by John Dunn - Oxford University Press. 

Bibliography / Primary Sources​
John Locke's primary sources encompass a wide range of philosophical and political works that 
have had a lasting impact on Western thought. Some of his key works include An Essay 
Concerning Human Understanding (1690), in which he explores the nature of human knowledge 
and understanding, and Two Treatises of Government (1689), where he presents his theory of 
natural rights and the social contract. Other important works by Locke include A Letter 
Concerning Toleration (1689) and Some Thoughts Concerning Education (1693). 

Locke's writings have been instrumental in shaping modern political philosophy and 
epistemology, with his emphasis on individual rights, reason, and tolerance resonating with later 
thinkers and movements. His works continue to be studied and debated in academic circles, 
highlighting the enduring relevance of his ideas in contemporary discussions on democracy, 
human rights, and the nature of knowledge. 

Sources:​
Project Gutenberg - Works of John Locke: https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/author/4029​
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An Essay Concerning Human Understanding by John Locke - Penguin Classics.​
Two Treatises of Government by John Locke - Cambridge University Press.​
A Letter Concerning Toleration by John Locke - Hackett Publishing.​
Some Thoughts Concerning Education by John Locke - Oxford University Press. 

Birth Date / Death Date​
John Locke was born on August 29, 1632, in Wrington, Somerset, England, and passed away on 
October 28, 1704, in Oates, Essex. 

Sources:​
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy - John Locke: https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/locke/​
Britannica - John Locke: https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Locke​
Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy - John Locke: https://iep.utm.edu/locke/​
John Locke by E.J. Lowe - Oxford University Press.​
Locke: A Very Short Introduction by John Dunn - Oxford University Press. 

Notable / Best-Known For​
John Locke is best known for his contributions to political philosophy, epistemology, and 
philosophy of mind. He is renowned for his theories on natural rights, the social contract, and the 
importance of reason and tolerance in society. Locke's works, particularly Two Treatises of 
Government, played a significant role in shaping the ideas of the Enlightenment and the 
development of liberal democratic principles. 

Locke's emphasis on individual rights and limited government influenced the founding fathers of 
the United States and the drafting of the U.S. Constitution. His ideas on empiricism and the 
nature of knowledge have had a lasting impact on modern philosophy, with his work on human 
understanding setting the stage for later thinkers such as David Hume and Immanuel Kant. 

Sources:​
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy - John Locke: https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/locke/​
Britannica - John Locke: https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Locke​
Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy - John Locke: https://iep.utm.edu/locke/​
John Locke by E.J. Lowe - Oxford University Press.​
Locke: A Very Short Introduction by John Dunn - Oxford University Press. 

Famous Quotes​
"The only fence against the world is a thorough knowledge of it."​
"All mankind... being all equal and independent, no one ought to harm another in his life, health, 
liberty, or possessions."​
"Reading furnishes the mind only with materials of knowledge; it is thinking that makes what we 
read ours."​
"New opinions are always suspected, and usually opposed, without any other reason but because 
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they are not already common."​
"Education begins the gentleman, but reading, good company, and reflection must finish him." 

Sources:​
An Essay Concerning Human Understanding by John Locke.​
Two Treatises of Government by John Locke.​
Some Thoughts Concerning Education by John Locke.​
A Letter Concerning Toleration by John Locke.​
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy - John Locke: https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/locke/ 

Major Works / Textual Contents​
John Locke's major works include An Essay Concerning Human Understanding (1690), which 
explores the nature of human knowledge and understanding, Two Treatises of Government 
(1689), which presents his theory of natural rights and the social contract, A Letter Concerning 
Toleration (1689), which advocates for religious tolerance and separation of church and state, 
and Some Thoughts Concerning Education (1693), which discusses the principles of education 
and child-rearing. 

Locke's texts delve into fundamental questions about the nature of knowledge, the role of 
government, and the importance of individual rights and freedoms in society. His works continue 
to be studied and debated in academic circles for their enduring relevance and influence on 
modern political philosophy. 

Sources:​
Project Gutenberg - Works of John Locke: https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/author/4029​
An Essay Concerning Human Understanding by John Locke - Penguin Classics.​
Two Treatises of Government by John Locke - Cambridge University Press.​
A Letter Concerning Toleration by John Locke - Hackett Publishing.​
Some Thoughts Concerning Education by John Locke - Oxford University Press. 

Influences / Intellectual Context​
John Locke's intellectual development was influenced by a variety of factors, including his 
education in medicine and philosophy at Christ Church, Oxford, and his interactions with leading 
thinkers of his time. Locke's ideas were shaped by the intellectual currents of the Enlightenment 
period, with a focus on reason, empiricism, and individual rights. 

Locke's works were influenced by philosophers such as René Descartes and Thomas Hobbes, as 
well as the scientific advancements of the time, particularly in the fields of physics and biology. 
His emphasis on the importance of experience and observation in shaping human knowledge 
reflected the emerging trends in empirical philosophy, laying the groundwork for later thinkers in 
the empiricist tradition. 

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/locke/
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/author/4029


Sources:​
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy - John Locke: https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/locke/​
Britannica - John Locke: https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Locke​
Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy - John Locke: https://iep.utm.edu/locke/​
John Locke by E.J. Lowe - Oxford University Press.​
Locke: A Very Short Introduction by John Dunn - Oxford University Press. 

Legacy and Modern Significance​
John Locke's legacy as a philosopher and political theorist is profound, with his ideas continuing 
to shape modern debates on democracy, individual rights, and the nature of knowledge. Locke's 
emphasis on reason, tolerance, and the importance of limited government has had a lasting 
impact on the development of liberal democratic societies around the world. 

Locke's works are widely studied in academic settings, with scholars and students exploring the 
implications of his theories for contemporary political and social issues. His influence can be 
seen in the principles of human rights, constitutional government, and the rule of law that 
underpin many modern democracies, highlighting the enduring significance of his ideas in the 
21st century. 

Sources:​
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy - John Locke: https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/locke/​
Britannica - John Locke: https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Locke​
Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy - John Locke: https://iep.utm.edu/locke/​
John Locke by E.J. Lowe - Oxford University Press.​
Locke: A Very Short Introduction by John Dunn - Oxford University Press. 

Modern Moments / Impact on 21st-Century Society​
In 2019, the University of Chicago Press released a new edition of Locke's Two Treatises of 
Government with updated annotations and commentary, highlighting the continued relevance of 
his political theories.​
The John Locke Society, founded in 2016, hosts annual conferences and symposia on Locke's 
philosophy and its implications for contemporary issues in politics and society.​
The digitization of Locke's works by Project Gutenberg and other online repositories has made 
his texts more accessible to a wider audience, fostering ongoing discussions and debates on his 
ideas in the digital age. 

Sources:​
University of Chicago Press - John Locke's Two Treatises of Government edition: 
https://www.press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/T/bo42072093.html​
John Locke Society - Official Website: https://johnlockesociety.com/​
Project Gutenberg - Works of John Locke: https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/author/4029 
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Suggested Reading & Resources​
An Essay Concerning Human Understanding by John Locke - Penguin Classics.​
Two Treatises of Government by John Locke - Cambridge University Press.​
Locke: A Very Short Introduction by John Dunn - Oxford University Press.​
The Cambridge Companion to Locke, edited by Vere Chappell - Cambridge University Press.​
John Locke: A Biography by Roger Woolhouse - Cambridge University Press. 

Sources:​
Project Gutenberg - Works of John Locke: https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/author/4029​
John Locke by E.J. Lowe - Oxford University Press.​
The Cambridge Companion to Locke, edited by Vere Chappell - Cambridge University Press.​
John Locke: A Biography by Roger Woolhouse - Cambridge University Press.​
Locke: A Very Short Introduction by John Dunn - Oxford University Press. 
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