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November 30, 1961

Mr. Donald E, Thompacon, Librarilan
Wabash College Library
Crawfordsville, Indiana

Dear Mr. Thompson:

You have from time to time suggested that the
Goodrich Room on the second floor of the El1 Lilly
Library has produced inguiries concerning the books,
purpose, ete, to the extent that 1t would be Justifiable
and perhaps increase the value of the room to prepare =
pamphlet to hand individuals who call and inspect the
room for the first time,

This letter is written with the idea that 1t mey
accompany other materlial describing the room.

All the aspects of this room and the ideas contained
therein are in the realm of my actual and vicarious
experience,

It is hoped that the 1ndividual who enters this room
will immediately feel the humbling presence of the cen-
turies of wrltten communication portrayed by the walls,

As you stand 1in the entrance doorway, to your left,
straight ahead, and to your right, the centuries from the
end of 1000 BC to the beginning of 1800 AD were each
allocated equal dimenslona.

There were judgments exerclised. The firat Judgment
was 1n the approximate date of the individual's most
effective writing.

Basically a sense of motion was indicated by placing
the names of the individuals (and occasionally a book) at
the beginning of the century at the top and then in declining
and advancing progresalon through the century.

It was amazing how following this general method
the walls also generally satisfled an artistic sensibillity,

although in some inatances there were minor shifts made for
artistic purpose or other emphasis which seemed justifiable,



Great difficulty occurred in writings such as the
Mahabharata, Also, there were instances of the teacher
who was in discourse with bis disciples but whose exper-
iences and thoughts were not reduced to writing until
sometime later. The Hahabhgra%a emerged and you see 1t
placed on the entrance wall. Here we deal with periods
of 1000 years each,) In this eplc was the beginning of the
Bhagavadgita which appears 1n the Third Century EC. Some -
time prior thereto this "Song of the Blessed Lord" took a
content reasonably close to its present form,

You will notice that the Chinese, Lao Tzu, appears in
the 31ixth Century BC. His thoughts were known as the Tao
Te Ching, frequently referred to as the Tao, The well known
Chinese scholar, Dr, Y. P, Mel, oplnes that the compllatlon
was in the Third Century BC.

People who think concerning natural law regard the Tao
as such an expression and as important. Thoughtas of this
kind when they occur influence the thoughts of others
following them. One of the iInfluences in Japan today is
probably Zen. Here you have the development of Buddhlsm
and the Tao affecting each other.

To my knowledge, Dr, Mel 1s the only translator 1nto
English of the recorded thoughts of Mo Tzu, K'ung Fu-Tae
(Confucius) lived between 551 and 479 BC. Mo Tzu followed
close on his heels.

A few quotations from the thoughts of these individuals
may be helpful:

Why 18 1t wrong for a man to take the property
of another man and right for the great state to
take the property of the lesser state? (Mo TZu)

Why is 1t wrong for a man to klll another man and
right for the king to kill many men? (Mo Tzu)

Rejoleing at a congquest means to enjoy the slaughter
of men, %Tﬂﬁ Te Ching)

The Good I meet wilth goodness; the bad I also
meet with goodness; that 1s virtue's goodness.
The faithful I meet with faith; the falthless I
also meet with falth; that 1s virtue's faith.
(Tao Te Ching)

The Master sald, If the people be led by laws and un-
iformity sought to be given them by punishments, they
will try to avoid the punishment, but have no sense of
shame, If they be led by virtue, and uniformity sought
to be given them by the rules of propriety, they willl
have the sense of shame and moreover willl become good,

(Confucius, Analects, Book II, Chapter 3.)
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The Master said, Is not Reclproclty ﬁuch a word?
What you do not want done fto yourself, do not do
to others. (Confucius, Analects, Book XV, Chapter 23)

At this point it might be helpful to quote Chapter B,
Verae 17, of Matthew:

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or
the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to
fulfill.

and Matthew, Chapter 5, Verses 43 and 44:

Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt
love they nelghbour, and hate thlne enemy.

But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and
persecute you,

and Kant's "categorical imperative";

Act only according to that maxim by which you can
at the same time will that it should become a
universal law., (Poundatlons of the Metaphysics of
Morals. ]

You may now .look at the wall to the left and notlce
how at that period in many parts of the world -- Greece,
Palestine, India, and China -- some of these thoughts were
being suggested by lndividuals mentloned hereln., Its
continuance 18 expressed in the Fifth Chapter of Mathew
and many other places as will be found by reading the
books in the room in which you are standing.

The cuneiform tablet reproduced to the left of the
entrance door (according to Dr. Samuel N. Kramer, a trans-
lator of the early Sumerlian) indicates the use of the word
"rreedom® first occurred, as far as is now known of recorded
language, between 3000 and 2000 B.C. You will note thie is
about 1000 years before the Code of Hammurabi,

You will find the reverence of early people for the
sun portrayed on the right part of the wall in which the
entrance door is located. Apparently long before sclence broke
the sum's rays into ultra vliolet, cosmlc, and other rays, the
sun was regarded as of importance to the lives of these early
people,

You will have to read the Cathas of Zarathushtra
(Zoroaster) which come out of an Iranian agricultural
community if your curloslty has now been sufflclently
stimulated. (When you ask for a Masda light bulb you are
using a word which came from thls time.)
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This now leads us to the second hope of the walls.
First, the humbling experlience: and second, the desire
to use the books on the shelves plus one's own experlence
in 1ife to better understand 1t. If you are now suffic-
lently humble and sufficlently curious you can explore
the questions posed in the bookmark:

What Am I?
Can I?
ﬂught I?

This brings me to the second phase of the room
itself: The avallablllty of books., The booka are
arranged in chronological order on the theory that man
at any glven point of time 1is influenced by the con-
vergsation which he 1s able to find in the written records
of the past and in current discussion if he wishes to
better understand.

Every effort has been made to provide az nearly
as posslible honest and good translations of the know-
ledge of each period of time. Where pcssible, the
original language 1is also avallable for those who have
the capacity to exercise a truly scientific desire to
verify by looking at the orlginal, There are a few books
where there have been no satlsfactory translations in
English. There only the original language can be found.

You may blghly respect Lord Acton or John Locke and
if you wlah to check what they are talking about you will
find here many of the books which will enable you to do so.
For instance, Lord Acton (I am not guestioning Acton's good
intentlions for he was a fallible human being, as great as
he was and as much aa he wished hilstory to be sclentific)
may have misstated John Locke in his essay on "Freedom in
Christianity."™ 1In this room you can check for yourself
whether or not this is so,

If you will read the books in this room, it seems to
me that you will find man has changed very little in some
important aspects over the 5,000 years available for your
observation -- so much so that for all practical purposes
his conduct 18 predictable.

At the risk of oversimplifying the problem, there are
two statements which stem from man's ignorance and imper-
fectlion and the resulting corruption by power:

Proposition No, 1:

Certain individuals who have come to be called
"Liberals™ believe that the amount which an
apparently more perfect person can accomplish
through granting him governmental power
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Justifies less llberty.

Proposition No, 2:

The traditional "Liberal,” on the other hand,
wants to minimize the damage that can be done
by the apparently imperfect man, such as we
are certain to have in power, by limiting
this power.

Hobbes, who was a supporter of the first proposition,*
did not disagree that man constantly sought more power, but
apparently he pushed aside the thought of Acton which 1is
that "Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts
aganlutelr.“ (Letter to Bishop Mandell Creighton, April 5,
1887.)

If you fear this 1s out of context you may go to a
book in the shelves along the right wall (if you are a
gtudent interested in your own serious education) and read
the complete letter to Bishop Crelghton in which this state-
ment occura, There are other valuable thoughts in the same
letter,

If you accept Acton's doctrine 1t 1s one important
reason which will drive you to the second proposltlon stated
above.

It seems clear to me, based on thils predictable nature,
that the cholce of the second proposition im the less imper-
fect and more hopeful cholce,

Here I must turn autobiographical.

In 1916 I was awarded by work in course the degree of
A.B. 1n Wabash College and in 1920, after a very fortunate
interruption (the Unlted States Army) of my academic work
in courase, the degree of L.L.B. from Harvard Law School.

One of my teachers was Roscoe Pound, who a year or two
later confined bimself solely to teachlng Jurlsprudence.

I was active for a number of years 1n a varlety of
businesses, learning more law and experlencing fortunate

* Some people regard Hobbes' Leviathan as "the 01d Testament
of all Socilalists to which Karl Marx¥ Das Kapital is the New
«+e+* ("Noble Experiments" The London Times Literary Supple-
ment. December 30, 1949,)




and unfortunate experiences. I use the word "fortunate"

in 1ts normal sense, although it seems to me the experlences
good and bad were fortunate in the sense of thelr affect on
my experience and education. I bave dome to be concerned
about the presently felt necessity of pursulng educatilon,

in its present form at least, in an uninterrupted number of
years 1n college. This 1s one reason I refer to the Army
interruption as fortunate.

As nearly as I can tell, the textbook method plus
the method of formal courses was partially responsible
for my failure to pursue the vocabulary and curiosity
which grows out of what 1s sometimes referred to as a course
in philosophy. Later I spent years at this,

While education, if it is to mean anythling, must be
continuous through an individual's life, I do not subscrilbe
to the idea of Plato that philosophy can only be taught in
later years., It comes as early as indlviduals ask them-
selves the questions stated on the bookmark in the books 1in
this room and other questions concerning thelr daily exper-
iences.

While new bearings may be ascertained (as you go along
on life's course new polnts of obtalnlng knowledge of your
direction may be located), the bearinga are sought as soon
as a cholce exists.

About 20 years ago the combined business and legally
influenced life I wae leading made me question whether I
could offer praf of my own polnts of reference and whether
or not very lmportant people 1n business were maklng declslons
without realizing a sound point of reference,

I resumed the activity of education by readlng.
Fortunately, I had not been a lone scholar long enough to
become entirely dilscouraged or undisciplined when Dr. Robert
Hutchins of the University of Chlcago attacked the educa-
tional system by what 1s known as the Great Books movement,

An important aspect of this was, first, to make avalil-
able books for this revival of an educational concept which
has apparently been declining for somethlng close to =
hundred years. (That kind of educatlional knowledge had so
far reduced the demand for books that the supply was not
avallable,) Second, 1t was to establish the group discussion
in the socratic concept.

It 18 possible in such a group to look again at the
continuous nature of man referred to above., This obviously
brings us to the third concept of this room which I will
discuss later -- a sultable arrangement for a good socratic
discusslon,
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All of my years of experience up until now in business
and 1n education make it clear that some one or more of the
propositions which you will find dlscussed pro and con 1ip
this room are dally occurrences, I find by experlence that
such language and understanding as have been acqulred 1n the
extended reading and diacussion which have occurred in these
years help clarify what if occurring dally.

The basic ignorance of man should be ascertalnable by
a thorough knowledge of these several thousand years. Thils
is an important aspect of what 1s referred to herein 1n the
two above propositions as "apparently imperfect man." The
same awareness should produce helpful humility.

The ignorance and lmperfection of this writer, and
others in connection therewlth, result in this room's being
imperfect -- as you, upon reflection, may discover you are,
This is, however, no cause for fatallam but it 1s poasible
that this, if properly used,my furnish an important means
of individual educatlon,

The education here avallable discards all of the
formalized concepts of educatlon, such as courses and
departments in this and that., It simply makes avallable
an opportunity to read and think, check, explore, obaserve,
and discuss,., It 1s only the individual who accomplishes
hls educatlon,

The pocratic discussion which 18 mechanically well
arranged for in this room can furnish the occasion for
progress through the long wrltten experlience contained 1in
the books 1in this room and exerclse 1n and concerning the
ideas contalned therelin. It remains to be seen 1f enough
individuals who are reasonably each other's peers can be
assembled together in our present-day educational communlity
to engage in thelr cooperative development of such apparatus
as they are born wilth and have subseguently cultured in a
way that it might be reasonably hoped they would be provided
with a vocabulary and intense desire to pursue this education
through thelr lives,

The vocabulary produced by the present departmentaliza-
tion probably makes this too difficult z disecipline for most
individuals if they do not engage somehow in the activity
which is here made avallable and perhaps may be used.

A socratic seminar assumes a group of people sitting
around the table in this room for two hours who have all read
the same book, and at least some of the preceding books, who

will carry on a discusslon concerning that book and man and
what may be learned out of such an exercise,

The two socratlic examiners can sit elther together at
the end of the table or separately one &t each end of the
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table., They can interrupt. Lecturling should be taboo
elther by the examiners or by individuala, It is the
examiner's right to interruptithe lecturer. It 1s the
socratic peer's right to become the examiner of the
socratic examiner if the examiner falls in his duty not
to lecture,

We are so unacoustomed to this actlvity which was
an accustomed actlvity over a hundred years ago that 1t
18 difficult to find a place for it in present-day educa-
tion. It denles the objectivity of anyone, 1including
the professor., It can, by sklllful examiners and suffic-
iently unakllled socratic particlpants, be used in support
of the first proposition., It can also be used in support
of the second,

By removing the aspect of the lecturer and the dictator-
shlp which exlasts 1ln the normal classroom with the professor
as the dictator and the student as the slave of the dictator,
it increases the chance that the individual will more readily
detect the course towards dictatorship of an alleged elite
which is described in the first proposition quoted herein, or
may pursue and make his decisiona in support of a free
Boclety aa too briefly atated in Proposition 2 hereof. You
must remember that these individuals in the Unlited States
of America claim the right, subject to constitutional
limitations protecting to some extent the minority, to elect
representatives and determine important matters governing
others.

Whether the opportunity will be used or whether 1t

Will result in good cannot be predicted. It at least seems
more bhopeful.

There 18 opportunity for both breadth and depth of
education for those who have the will really to use this
activity whether they be a profeasor who supposedly knows
all there 1s to know or the student who 1s supposed to
learn.

I feel as 1if I am not sufficlently emphasizing the
current aliveness of thlis discussion and that it has con-

tinued so fer at least the perliod of time indicated 1in
this room.

Listen to Plato (Fifth Century EGJ reporting the
atatementa of Socrates in the "Gorglaas":

And that, Callicles, 1a Jjust what you are now
doling. You praise the men who feasted the citizens
and satisfled thelr deslres, and people say that

they have made the city great, not seeing that the
swollen and ulcerated condition of the State i3 to

be attributed to these older statesmen; for they
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have filled the city full of harbours and docks
and walls and revenues and all that, and have

left no room for justice and temperance., And

when the crisis of the disorder comes, the

people will blame the advisors of the hour, and
applaud Themistoclea and Cimon and FPerilcles,

who are the real authors of their calamities;

and if you are not careful they may assall you and
my friend Alcibiades, when they are losing not only
their new acqulisitions, but also thelr orliginal
possessions; not that youare the authora of these
misfortunes of theirs, although you may perhaps be
accessories to them,

Or, look again at the left wall where you see the name
of Sophocles. Sophocles wrote a tragedy called "Antigone.”
Antigone was the heroine. She had violated a decree of the
tyrant and the following discusslon takes place:

Creon: Do you, I say -- you, with your downcast
brow -- own or deny that you have done
this deed?

Antigone: I say I did it; I deny it not.
Creon: ....EKneWw you the order not to do 1t?

Antigone: Yes, I knew 1t; what should hinder? It
was plain.

Creon: And you made free to overstep my law?

Antigone: Because 1t was not Zeus who ordered it,
nor Justice, dweller with the Nether Gods,
gave such a law to man; nor did I deem your
ordinance of so much binding force, as that
mortal man could overbear the unchangeable
unwritten code of heaven; this 1s not of
today and yesterday, but lives for ever,
having origin whence no man knows:....

L B O BN BN ]

Creon: Obedience 1s due to the statds officer in

small and great, Just and unjust command-
ments; ...

Haemon: Father, the gods plant reason in mankind....

You may turn to the wall on the right where over 2000
years later you will find the protection to Antigone written
into the Firat Amendment to the Constitutlon of the United
States of Amerlca -- perhaps for the first time in any
written constitution of government, The heroine of this

Greek play would doubtless have voted for the First Amendment
to the Constitution of the United States.
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Turning to the right wall again you can look at
Calvin and Locke. (One of the interesting things about
Calvin 1is that he demonatrated the utter ignorance of
man, 1n whlch he so believed, by some of his own conduct;
but this does not lessen the importance of the attack he
made on the tyrant.,) Listen to Calvin:

When Daniel disobeyed Darius he dlisobeyed no
law, The king was utterly without authority....
In fact, he was hardly worthy to be considered
among the ranks of men., Now do you see what I
mean? (Commentary on Daniel)

I affirm, that if they (maglstrates) connive

at kinge in thelr oppression of their people,

such forbearance involves the most nefarious per-
fidy, because they fraudulently betray the liberty
of the people, of which they know that they have
been appointed protectors by the ordination of
God.... Because the king had exceeded the limits

of hles offlice, and had not only done an injury to
men, but, by ralsing hls arm against God, had
degraded hls own authority....2s 1if God had resigned
his right to mortal man when he made them rulers of
mankind...we ought to obey God rather than men....
(On Civil Government, Chapter 20.)

and to Locke:

For men belng all the workmanshlp of one omnipotent
and infinitely wlse Maker -- all the mervants of one
soverelgn Master, sent into the world by His order,
and about Hls Business -- they are His property, whose
workmanshlp they are, made to last during His, not one
another's pleasure:....

This freedom from absiute arbitrary power 1s so
necessary to, and closely Jolined with, a man's pre-
servatlon, that he cannot part with it but by what
forfelts his preservation and life together. For a
man not having the power of his own life cannot by
compact, or hls own consent, enslave himself to any
one, nor put himself under the absolute arbitrary
power of another to take away his 1life when he pleases,
Nobody can give more power than he has himself....

The freedom, then, of man, and liberty of acting
according to his own will, 1s grounded on his having
reason, which 18 able to instruct him in that law he
ls to govern himself by, and make him know how far he
1s left to the freedom of his own will....

«s.n8ve a mind to unite, for the mutual preservation of

their lives, liberties, and estates, which I call by the
general name, property. (A Treatise of Civil Government

and A Letter Concerning Toleration.)
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T™wo hundred years after Calvin and cne hundred years
after Locke, you may turn to the Declaration of Independence
and read the followlng:

...We hold these truths to be self-evident...
they are endowed by thelr Creator with certain
inalienable Rights, that among these are life,
liberty, and the pursult of Happlness...That
whenever any Form of Government becomes destruc-
tive of these ends, 1t is the Right of the People
to alter or abolish it, and to institute new
Government, laying its foundation on such prinecl-
ples....He has erected a multitude of New Offices,
and sent hither swarms of Officers, to harass our
people, and eat out thelr substance....A Prince,
whose character 1s thus marked by every act which
may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of
a free people....

Perhaps you will now read agaln the entire Declaration
of Independence,

I have tried to show the reality of this room, the
plcture of the walls, the study desks wnich can be used
to enlarge or decrease the slze of the socratlc seminar,
and the books which are sufficient for more than the
present-day education, This is all related simply to man.
This room in which you are standing and what 1t portrays
are alive and real,

The fact 1s, it 1s perhaps a most real reallty. It
is closely related to our dally lives. A careful examina-
tion of Euclid's own definition of the polnt from which
his Genmet¥1 starts will show 1t 18 a mental concept not
reproduc e physically.

If further support is needed, it might be reasonable
to say that this, such as 1t is, 1s the best I am able to
do at the moment. It is based on conversation not only
with a large part of the books in this room but also in
conversation and discussion with my peers, and sometimes
those who are more than my peers, concerning the questions,
problems, and educational activity thus indicated.

Dr, D, Ellton Trueblood, for example, utilized this
idea a number of years ago at Earlham College. He did not
have the same opportunity that this room presents, nor did
he have very often a true socratlic examlner.
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Sometimes debates can be carried on by correspondence,
In the seven shelves at the right of the room which have
been reserved for my further experimentation you may find
the results of some of this in the books by Dr, Felix
Morley, Dr. F. A. Hayek, and Dr. Wilhelm Roepke, individuals
who to some substantlal extent seem to be presently commltted
to the second proposition contalned herein,

The scholarship on which thls room and its contents
is based has been checked as much as possible., No certaln
idol is being presented. You can go on with the exploration
on your own,

In conclusion, although the books come down to the
present time, particularly in the seven shelves thus men-
tioned, it seemed that the plcture of the walls should
start with the word "freedom" and end wlth the Declaration
of Independence.,

The cross on the wall provoked some discussion, Why
i8 it not at the birth of Jesus Christ or the death of
Jesus Christ? It seemed to go into the whole plcture
reasonably well where it now 1s. It had by that time at
least been clearly raised as a standard of devotion and
appeal coming from Matthew 28:20, "Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations...."

Greece had fallen, Rome was falling, and Tacltus
(you see him on the wall you face at the door) said of the
Germanic nationa:

They do not, however, deem 1t conslstent with the
divine majesty to imprison thelr gods within walls
or represent them with anything like human features,.
Thelir holy places are the woods and groves, and
they call by the name of god that hldden presente
which is seen only by the eye of reverence,

This does not necessarily subscribe to the idea that
at the moment the cross became the symbol above indicated
that the people who used 1t necessarily did good with it
or understood some of the civilizations where there existed
actually more liberty than existed in some nomlnally
Christlan areas of European clivillization.

Shortly, as you agalin can see on the wall, there was
a night following the Roman dictatorship which was, as
all dictatorships would be, evil and corrupt. In this night
even the tools of the Greeks lay unused for lack of know-
ledge of them, But the Renalssance and the Reformation
carried on, In the Roman Chant on the wall you face and
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and the Reformation Chorale on the wall to your right
you now may be stimulated as to the relationship of
these two great musics as means of communication and
thought. The true student may read the muslc and words

and by arrangement he may hear the best recordings of this
music,

I hope that thie letter satisfactorlly expresses to
you, to future students of Webash College, and to the
people who come into this room the posalbilities which
exist for more complete education so that at least 1t
would not be difficult for one who had reasonably
understood even the books mentioned in this letter to
gee that he might be different from Socrates' descriptlon
of the technicilan:

They (artisans) know a great deal about what
they know and they are greatly lignorant because
they think that 1s all there 1s to know. (Apology)

Sioncerely,

Plerre F, Goodrich
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