Job

Job is the central figure of the Book of Job in the Hebrew Bible and a prophet in Islam known as
Ayytb. Introduced as a prosperous and righteous man in the land of Uz, Job is continually tested
in a bet between God and Satan. Known for his integrity and devotion to God, Job is described as
“blameless,” making his suffering a well-known literary tragedy.

Structured between a prose prologue and epilogue, the Book of Job is framed around a central
poetic dialogue. By exploring questions about human suffering, divine justice, and the limits of
human understanding, Job is one of the more introspective narratives of the Hebrew Bible. Job’s
unwavering faith amidst suffering has made him a symbol of patience and endurance, and his
story remains a central text for theological and philosophical reflection on the problem of evil
(theodicy). Job’s story has inspired countless works of art, literature, and theological debate.

In the Hebrew Bible, Job is a righteous sufferer whose trials test the nature of faith and God’s
justice. The Greek Septuagint and later traditions sometimes identify Job as Jobab, a descendant
of Esau and a ruler of Edom, adding genealogical and historical details not found in the Hebrew
text. Job has significant representation in Christianity, Islam, Mormonism, and Baha’i.
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The Book of Job’s author is unknown. The text itself is traditionally included in the Ketuvim
("Writings") section of the Hebrew Bible and is the first of the Poetic Books in the Christian Old
Testament.

Major Published Editions

Hebrew Masoretic Text (MT): The primary and most authoritative Hebrew version, standardized
by Jewish scholars between the 7th and 10th centuries CE.

(https://thekingsbible.com/Library/Masoretic Text)

Greek Septuagint (LXX): An ancient Greek translation produced in Egypt during the last
centuries BCE, which sometimes differs from the MT in wording and content.
(https://www.ellopos.net/elpenor/greek-texts/septuagint/chapter.asp?book=25)

Latin Vulgate: Jerome’s Latin translation from the late 4th century CE, which became the
standard for Western Christianity.

(https://vulgate.org/)
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English Translations: Notable early English editions include the King James Version (1611) and
various 19th-century scholarly editions, such as the American Bible Union’s bilingual
Hebrew-English edition (1856).

Original-Language Editions and Key Manuscript Sources

Original Language: Biblical Hebrew, with some Aramaic influences. The language is marked by
unique vocabulary and literary style, indicating a learned, possibly post-exilic Israelite author.

Key Manuscript Sources

Masoretic Text (MT): The standard Hebrew version, preserved in medieval manuscripts such as
the Leningrad Codex and Aleppo Codex.

Septuagint (LXX): Survives in major Greek biblical manuscripts like Codex Vaticanus and
Codex Sinaiticus.

Dead Sea Scrolls: Fragments of Job in Hebrew and Aramaic have been found among the Dead
Sea Scrolls, confirming the antiquity and textual diversity of the book.

Exact birth and death dates: Unknown. The Bible does not provide specific dates for Job’s life.

Traditional estimates: Internal clues suggest Job lived during the era of the patriarchs (Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob), approximately 2100—-1900 BCE. According to Job 42:16, he lived an additional
140 years after his ordeal, possibly reaching about 210 years old.

Historical certainty: These dates are traditional and based on narrative clues—there is no
archaeological or extra-biblical evidence to confirm them.

Book of Job (Publication/Composition Date)

Author: Anonymous; various traditions have attributed authorship to Moses, Solomon, or others,
but there is no scholarly consensus.

Best-known date of composition: Most scholars place the writing of the Book of Job in the 5th or
6th century BCE (post-Babylonian Exile), though some suggest a wider range, from the 8th
century BCE to as late as the 2nd century BCE.
(https://www.thomasnelsonbibles.com/blog/who-wrote-the-book-of-job/,

https://hermeneutics.stackexchange.com/questions/11587/when-was-job-written)

Model of Patience and Endurance: Job is universally recognized as the archetype of patience and
perseverance in the face of extreme suffering, giving rise to the expression "the patience of Job"
to describe steadfast endurance under trial.


https://www.thomasnelsonbibles.com/blog/who-wrote-the-book-of-job/
https://hermeneutics.stackexchange.com/questions/11587/when-was-job-written
https://hermeneutics.stackexchange.com/questions/11587/when-was-job-written

(https://www.gotquestions.org/patience-of-Job.html,
https://biblehub.com/q/what _does 'the patience of job' mean.htm)

Symbol of Faith Amid Suffering: Job’s story is a profound exploration of faith that persists
despite inexplicable adversity. He maintains his devotion to God even after losing his wealth,
health, and family, serving as a lasting example of choosing faith in the midst of suffering.

(https://www.lifeway.com/en/articles/sermon-choosing-faith-suffering-job,
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Job-biblical-figure)

Central Figure in the Problem of Evil (Theodicy): The Book of Job is a foundational text for
discussions about the problem of evil and divine justice. It raises enduring questions about why
the righteous suffer and the limits of human understanding of God’s ways.
(https://ivpbooks.com/blog/key-themes-in-job.html,
https://bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-job/)

Exemplar of Righteousness and Integrity: Job is described as "blameless and upright," noted for
his integrity, generosity, and care for the vulnerable. He is portrayed as a just and compassionate
leader, respected for his moral character and social responsibility.
(https://www.bibles.net/four-characteristics-of-job/,

https://scripturecomesto.life/blog/finding-meaning-in-our-suffering-a-study-of-job/)

"Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return there; the LORD gave, and the
LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD."
— Book of Job, Chapter 1, Verse 21

"Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him."
— Book of Job, Chapter 13, Verse 15 (King James Version)

"I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth."
— Book of Job, Chapter 19, Verse 25
Most Influential Writing: The Book of Job

Date: Most likely composed between the 7th and 4th centuries BCE; scholarly consensus often
places it in the post-exilic period (6th—4th century BCE).

Description: A profound work of ancient wisdom literature, the Book of Job explores themes of
suffering, divine justice, and faith through the story of Job, a righteous man tested by immense
hardship. The text is renowned for its poetic dialogues and philosophical depth.

Section — Chapters — Description
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Prologue — 1-2
Narrative introduction: Job’s prosperity, the heavenly wager, and Job’s initial losses.

Job’s Lament — 3
Job curses the day of his birth, expressing despair.

Dialogues — 4-31
Three cycles of poetic debates between Job and his friends Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar.

Interlude — 28
Poem on wisdom’s inaccessibility.

Job’s Monologue — 29-31
Job’s final defense and assertion of innocence.

Elihu’s Speeches — 32-37
A new character, Elihu, offers his perspective on suffering and divine justice.

Divine Speeches — 3841
God responds to Job with a series of questions about creation and the cosmos.

Epilogue — 42
Restoration of Job’s fortunes and reconciliation with his friends.

Influence: The Book of Job stands as a foundational text in Jewish, Christian, and Islamic
traditions, shaping centuries of theological and philosophical reflection on the problem of evil
and the meaning of suffering.

Cultural and Literary Influences

Ancient Near Eastern Wisdom Tradition: The Book of Job is part of the broader wisdom
literature of the ancient Near East, sharing similarities with other biblical books like Proverbs
and Ecclesiastes. This genre was influenced by the literary and philosophical traditions of
neighboring cultures, especially Egypt and Mesopotamia, which produced their own texts
exploring human suffering, justice, and the search for meaning.

Egyptian and Mesopotamian Parallels: Texts such as the Babylonian "Ludlul bél némeqi" (the
"Babylonian Job") and Egyptian wisdom writings (e.g., "The Dialogue of a Man with His Ba")
reflect comparable themes of innocent suffering and divine justice, suggesting a shared
intellectual milieu across these regions.

Cultural Exchange in the Ancient Near East: The region encompassing Egypt, Mesopotamia,
Anatolia, Syria, and Palestine was marked by close interconnections in language, literature,



religion, and custom. This cultural uniformity and exchange fostered the development and
transmission of wisdom traditions, including those that shaped the Book of Job.
(https://journal.stbi.ac.id/index.php/PSC/article/view/366,
https://brill.com/view/book/edcoll/9789004275386/B9789004275386-s005.xml)

Geographical and Intellectual Context

Geographical Setting: The Book of Job is set in the land of Uz, a location traditionally associated
with areas east or southeast of Israel, possibly in Edom or northern Arabia. However, its
intellectual roots span the wider ancient Near East, reflecting the cosmopolitan wisdom culture
of the region.

Intellectual Schools: The wisdom tradition in Israel was influenced by and interacted with the
established wisdom schools of Egypt and Mesopotamia, which were centers for the study of
philosophy, ethics, and theodicy (the problem of evil).

(http://archiv.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/propylacumdok/id/eprint/1102,
https://journal.stbi.ac.id/index.php/PSC/article/view/366)

Historical Interpretation and Reception

Religious Traditions: The Book of Job has been a foundational text in Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam, with each tradition interpreting Job’s character and message differently. In early Jewish
and Christian writings, Job was often seen as a model of patience and steadfastness, a reading
that became dominant through the Greek Septuagint and the Christian Epistle of James.

Philosophical and Theological Debates: Major thinkers such as Augustine, Maimonides, Thomas
Aquinas, Martin Luther, John Calvin, and Seren Kierkegaard have engaged deeply with Job,
debating whether the book is history, parable, or philosophical treatise. Interpretations have
ranged from seeing Job as a literal historical figure to viewing the text as a parable about human
suffering and divine justice.

Literary Influence: The Book of Job has inspired countless works of literature and art, notably
influencing writers and artists such as William Blake, who produced a series of engravings
exploring Job’s psychological and theological journey.

Ongoing Debates and Reinterpretations

The Problem of Suffering and Theodicy: Job remains central to debates about theodicy—why the
righteous suffer and how to reconcile suffering with faith in a just God. The book’s refusal to
provide a simple answer continues to provoke discussion among theologians, philosophers, and
lay readers.
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Justice, Law, and Accountability: Scholars have noted Job’s unique legal language and his
challenge to the doctrine of retributive justice. Job’s insistence on his innocence and demand for
a hearing before God have been interpreted as a critique of simplistic moral and legal systems,
influencing discussions of justice and accountability in both religious and secular contexts.

Modern Reinterpretations: Contemporary scholarship and preaching often highlight Job’s
willingness to question, lament, and argue with God as a model for honest faith. The book is seen
as validating doubt, protest, and the search for meaning in the face of suffering, resonating with
modern existential and psychological concerns.

Influence on Scholarship, Law, Politics, and Culture

Scholarship: The Book of Job is a touchstone for biblical criticism, literary analysis, and
comparative religion. Its structure, language, and themes are studied for their complexity and
depth, and it is frequently referenced in discussions of ancient Near Eastern wisdom literature.

Law and Ethics: Job’s exploration of justice and the limits of human understanding has
influenced ethical and legal thought, especially debates about the relationship between law,
morality, and divine justice.

Politics and Society: The themes of suffering, endurance, and protest in Job have been invoked in
political speeches, social justice movements, and discussions of human rights, particularly as a
symbol for innocent suffering and the demand for justice.

Art and Literature: Job’s story has been a recurring subject in Western art, from early Christian
catacomb paintings to the engravings of William Blake, and in literature from Milton to
Dostoyevsky. These works often reinterpret Job’s ordeal in light of contemporary concerns about
faith, suffering, and the human condition.

2015: Themelios (Gospel Coalition) published “Communicating the Book of Job in the
Twenty-First Century” by Daniel J. Estes, addressing contemporary strategies for teaching and
interpreting Job in modern contexts.

2015: Cedarville University’s Distinguished Professor of Old Testament, Daniel J. Estes,
published research on the challenges and methods of communicating the Book of Job in
21st-century churches and seminaries.

2021: Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Religion published an updated entry on the Book of Job,
documenting 21st-century scholarly trends, including its interpretation in relation to economics,
disability, gender, and reception history.



Ongoing (21st Century): Major commentaries by David Clines and Choon-Leong Seow include
extensive bibliographies on the modern reception and influence of Job in literature, art, music,
dance, and film.

Ongoing (21st Century): BibleProject, a leading digital platform, features multimedia resources,
guides, and videos devoted to the Book of Job, widely used in educational and religious settings.

Ongoing (21st Century): The Book of Job is regularly listed as core reading in theology,
philosophy, and literature course syllabi at universities worldwide, as evidenced by publicly
available syllabi and academic repositories.

Foundational Monographs, Commentaries, and Critical Editions

Clines, David J. A. Job 1-20, Job 21-37, Job 38—42. Word Biblical Commentary, Vols. 17-18B.
Thomas Nelson, 1989-2011. A comprehensive, multi-volume commentary widely regarded as
the most thorough critical analysis of the Hebrew text and reception history of Job.

Seow, Choon-Leong. Job 1-21: Interpretation and Commentary. Eerdmans, 2013. A major
scholarly commentary offering detailed linguistic, literary, and theological analysis, with
extensive engagement with ancient Near Eastern backgrounds and modern interpretations.

Wilson, Lindsay. Job. The Two Horizons Old Testament Commentary. Eerdmans, 2015. A recent
commentary notable for its exploration of Job’s theological significance and its integration of
biblical, systematic, moral, and practical theology.

Estes, Daniel J. “Communicating the Book of Job in the Twenty-First Century.” Themelios 40,
no. 2 (2015): 247-262. A leading article addressing the challenges and strategies for teaching
and interpreting Job in contemporary contexts.

Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Religion. “Book of Job.” Oxford University Press, 2021. An
up-to-date, peer-reviewed reference article summarizing major themes, scholarship, and
21st-century critical perspectives on Job.

Archival or Online Sources

“Book of Job,” Internet Archive (public domain). URL:
https://archive.org/details/bookofjob0Ounknuoft — Facsimile scans of historic English

translations and commentaries on the Book of Job.

“Book of Job,” Project Gutenberg (public domain). URL:
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/8309 — Full text of the Book of Job in various English
translations.
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“Tanakh: The Holy Scriptures (including Job),” Mechon Mamre (public domain). URL:
https://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/ptOb18.htm — Parallel Hebrew-English text of the Book of
Job, based on the Masoretic Text.

“The Dead Sea Scrolls Digital Project,” Israel Antiquities Authority. URL:
https: rolls.org.il/ — High-resolution images and transcriptions of Dead Sea
Scrolls fragments, including those from the Book of Job.

“Studies in the Language of Job,” Semantic Scholar. URL:
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/bf1bfedb865c¢8e53¢56604a591b881efd68167eS —

Scholarly article analyzing the original language and textual features of Job.
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